
 
 
 
 

“For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans for welfare and  

 

HUMANITARIAN PARTNERS LAUNCH A 90-DAY CAMPAIGN TO 

ADDRESS FUNDING GAPS IN ETHIOPIA DROUGHT RESPONSE  
 
 “Ethiopia is currently contending with one of the most serious 
climatic shocks in recorded history with ten million people 
facing lost harvests and livestock as well as severe water 
shortages and health crisis.  We are launching this campaign to 
advocate for increased funding commensurate with the scale 
and severity of the crisis,” the words of Ms Ahunna Eziakonwa-
Onuchie, UN Humanitarian Coordinator for Ethiopia summing 
up the current situation and response to it.1 Ms Eziakonwa-
Onuchie was highlighting the fact that even though USD 758 
million out of the USD 1.4 billion appeal have been received 
from the Ethiopian Government and the international 
community, unless more support is received, development 
gains made over the last decades will be at risk and 
exacerbated by unintended consequences if the Government is 
forced to divert further funding to the response.  
 
Food security projections February to September 20162 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As the two maps indicate the food situation in Central and  
Eastern Ethiopia range from stressed to catastrophic, including 
the North Wollo Zone where LWF Ethiopia is currently  
Intervening. The El Niño phenomenon will last till May 016 
however its devastating impact will linger until the fall of 2016 
when the October and November meher harvests are 
expected.  
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Many farming communities in Ethiopia face lean seasons from 
the months of February through the month of May 2016.3 
 

 
 
 ACT APPEAL ETH161 

In the February sitrep LWF Ethiopia reported preparatory 
activities prior to launching the emergency response per se 
such as signing of the agreement with the Ethiopian 
government, identification of intervention kebeles, partial 
selection of target groups and recruitment of project staff.    

Achievements so far  
Over the last month, LWF Ethiopia started its response in Lasta 
woreda, North Wollo Zone with a verification exercise of the 
cash-for-work (CFW) beneficiaries. The lists are prepared by 
the kebele and woreda administration. The LWF Ethiopia 
project office in Lalibela received a list of 2,224 (1,353 male 
and 889 female) beneficiaries who were selected from 8 
intervention kebeles. 
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The verification exercise for both the CFW and direct cash 
interventions was conducted to identify if any of the selected 
beneficiaries were already beneficiaries of the Government’s 
Productive Safety Net Program (PSNP) and if any of the CFW 
participants are under aged. The 7-day verification exercise 
identified 40 PSNP beneficiaries as well 50 under-aged 
children. 

Site Selection for Soil Conservation Activities 
Eight sites (watersheds), one per intervention kebele, have 
been selected for the soil and water conservation activities on 
CFW basis.  

Cash-for-work activities  
Currently most households in Amhara and other regions have 
begun to exhaust their household stocks from own production 
and more and more people are looking for labour opportunities4 
such as the CFW activities planned in ETH161. The CFW 
activities are implemented through beneficiary mobilization and 
during this reporting period, an average of 377 number of 
persons (265 male and 111 female) worked for 7 days, 
generating a total of 2,636 person days (PD)5 (1,858 male and 
778 female PD). Up to the end of this reporting period, a total of 
2.56 km stone bund, 3.596 km soil bund, 13.1m3 stone check 
dam and 32 (No) trenches are constructed and maintained in 
the 8 kebeles. The CFW activities have a dual objective: 
immediate cash income for the CFW participants and families 
to cover their food needs and long term benefit of improved 
environment through the soil and conservation schemes.  
 
Seeds of Hope  
With the coming of belg rains in some parts of the country, 
farmers are preparing to plant crops. Even though seeds are 
part of the LWF Ethiopia’s response in ETH 161, LWF Ethiopia 
is targeting the meher rains to ensure good yields from the 
seeds.  Moreover, LWF Ethiopia works in strict coordination 
with the National Disaster Management Commission (NDMC) 
which  informed partners that there are enough short-cycle and 
early-maturing seeds for the belg season and requested 
partners to cover seeds for the meher agricultural season, 
which is the longer and recipient of more reliable rains running 
from July through September. The importance of belg rains for 
land preparation ahead of the meher season cannot be over 
emphasized. Long-cycle crops which are planted before the 
onset of the meher rains, account for more than 35 per cent of 
the total grain production in the country. These varieties are 
much higher in yield than short-cycle cereals.  
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5 No of person working on a CFW activity per day 

Nevertheless, as cereal prices in belg-producing areas in North 
and South Wollo and Southern Tigray zones are influenced by 
the decline in supply from drought-affected nearby meher-
producing areas, staple prices already started to increase in 
late 2015 unlike the normal trend of April/May, LWF Ethiopia is 
planning to stock up on some cereals such as teff and wheat in 
the coming weeks for distribution in the coming months. 
 
FUNDING SNAPSHOT  
 
LWF Ethiopia wishes to extend its sincere thanks to its partners 
for the timely and generous contributions. So far, 
approximately6 a total of USD 435,758 (30% of the appeal) has 
been pledged which has allowed LWF Ethiopia to start its 
response in Lasta woreda. However, more is needed to fully 
complete the planned activities in Lasta Woreda in North Wollo 
zone and for LWF Ethiopia to start its response in Rayitu 
woreda, in Bale Zone, in the Amhara and Oromia regional 
states, respectively. 

THANK YOU! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Contact: 

 
Sophie Gebreyes, Resident Representative 

Mail: rep.eth@lwfdws.org 
 Phone: +251 933702851 

 
Moges Tamene, Program Coordinator 

 Mail: pro.eth@lwfdws.org 
 Phone: +251 911 204 308 

                                                 
6 Pledged in various currencies  
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